Montclair Safety and Improvement Council
Minutes of Thursday, March 7, 2013, 7:00 pm to 8:00 pm, Montclair Presbyterian Church,
Oakland California
www.montclairsic.org
The public MISC meeting was conducted by MSIC board president Jill Broadhurst and was
attended by approximately 30 people.
Board members attending:
Jill Broadhurst
Jim Clardy
Ralph Morewitz
Sandra Pohutsky
Michael Tigges
Also attending:
Carolyn Winters, MSIC yahoo group moderator

MARCH 2013 PRIORITIES FOR OAKLAND POLICE BEAT 13Z
Attendees were asked what crime or traffic problems should be the focus of Oakland Police
Department in our police beat in March 2013. These priorities will be referred to Oakland
Problem Solving Officer (PSO) Jason Trode for monitoring:
1. Traffic at all elementary schools during pick up and drop off times.
2. Moraga Avenue in front of Montclair Park - car break-ins during school drop off and pick up
times.
3. Speeding traffic on Moraga Avenue on west side of Highway 13, LaSalle Avenue and
Mountain Blvd near the Village - OPD traffic speed trailer is requested to reduce speeding.
4. Jaywalking in Montclair Village: pedestrians cross streets at will, often without even looking
for traffic.
These priorities will be referred to the PSO Jason Trode for monitoring.

OAKLAND POLICE OFFICER JASON TRODE CRIME REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Jill Broadhurst summarized the monthly crime report on behalf of Officer Trode who was unable
to attend. Crime in beat 13Z was down in February; there were no home invasion robberies.
Recent burglaries in 13 Z have been opportunistic, not planned burglaries by organized ring. A
nearby police beat is experiencing burglaries by groups of up to five people in a car, wearing
hoodies with the hood up in order to disguise themselves on home security cameras.
OPD will start ticketing drivers in Montclair Village, and other locations, who do not stop for
pedestrians in crosswalks.
Residents are strongly encouraged to continue to report suspicious circumstances, people and
crimes to MSIC yahoo group, in addition to Oakland Police Department when appropriate.
Carolyn Winters, yahoo group moderator, keeps track of reports to MSIC yahoo group and
forwards them in an organized fashion to the correct contact at OPD. Patterns and detailed
descriptions emerge, helping solve crimes and catch suspects.

DOORS, LOCKS AND ALARMS WORKSHOP APRIL 24
Neighborhood Watch Presentation of "Doors, Locks and Alarms" workshop on Wednesday April
24 6:30 at Oakland City Hall. Learn from local experts on how to make your home more secure.

LISA RUHLAND, REPRESENTING OAKLAND CITY COUNCIL MEMBER LIBBY SCHAAF
1. Oakland budget - send suggestions on how Oakland can reduce costs and improve
efficiency via email by April 2 to BudgetSuggestionss@oaklandnet.com
2. The mayor will propose a budget to the city council on April 15; the city council will make
changes if needed before June 30 deadline. City services will probably be reduced or
eliminated.
3. A Five-Year Financial Plan is being developed
4. The Wildfire Assessment District in the Oakland Hills, which was created in 2003 to monitor
and cut vegetation, expires in 2014. We must vote to renew the district via mail-in ballots to be
sent later this year. Homeowners pay $65 a year on their property tax bill.
http://www.oaklandnet.com/wildfireprevention
5. Measure Y also expires in 2014. It is not yet known what is being proposed to extend or
replace this controversial tax.
6. Forums on public safety:
For those Oakland citizens who missed the first forum in a series on public safety, more than
300 people attend the first meeting at Holy Names University which featured Oakland's newly
hired police consultant, Robert Wasserman. Mr. Wasserman will appear again at the following
public forums. If you have not already done so, make plans to attend at least one if the forums
and urge your friends and neighbors to join you. Each of the forums will cover the same themes,
but the emphasis will reflect the neighborhood where they are held.

Saturday, March 9, 10am-1pm - West Oakland Middle School, 991 -14th Street
Wednesday, March 20, 6-9pm - Castlemont High School, 8601 MacArthur Blvd.
Saturday, March 23, 10am-1pm - Beebe Memorial Cathedral, 3900 Telegraph Ave.
Saturday, April 27, 10am-1pm - Cesar Chavez Education Center, 2825 International Blvd.
(with Spanish interpretation)
MONTCLAIR VILLAGE ASSOCIATION (MVA, merchants in Montclair Village) report by
Ralph Morewitz
MVA is encouraging people working in the Village to park in the city-owned Montclair Parking
Garage in order to free up more street parking for shoppers. Some merchants validate up to
three hours free parking; see list at www.montclairvillage.com
Summer outdoor movie nights in the Red Oak Realty parking lot and other activities in the
Village can be found at the same website.
A person attending the meeting pointed out that the Christmas Holiday Free Parking stickers are
still up on parking pay kiosks and asked that the merchants peel them off since the Oakland
Public Works has not removed them.
Someone also asked why city trees in the Village are not well cared for and why there are no
decorative metal grates at the tree base since such grates are widely found in other Oakland
neighborhoods. Response: the other neighborhoods received money from the defunct
Community and Economic Development Agency/CEDA (redevelopment agency) but Montclair
Village did not.

INCREASING BUSINESS TYPES IN THE VILLAGE report by Carolyn Winters
Because of wide-spread dissatisfaction with lack of shopping variety in the Village and extensive
vacancies, Carolyn Winters and Jill Broadhurst are exploring ways in which residents can help
increase the types of retail businesses needed. As the number of real estate companies, banks
and nail salons increase, residents are less likely to shop in the Village, further hurting the
existing retail businesses. As it is now, decisions of landlords (most of whom live elsewhere)
and business owners have been made without regard for what residents want.
Carolyn Winters investigated Oakland's business permit procedure to determine how residents
can know of new businesses moving into the Village.
Counter permits are issued without public notice. Types of businesses which get counter
permits are nail salons and drycleaners.
Minor permits are issued with the only notice going to businesses within 300 feet
Major permits require public notice.
Ms. Winters and Broadhurst will continue to work on this task.

INCREASING ORGANIZED NEIGHBORHOODS IN MONTCLAIR
With the city-wide emergency drill on Saturday, April 27, now is a good time for neighborhoods
which have not organized themselves to take the first step of getting to know each other. Areas
of Thornhill Drive and Mountain Blvd may not yet be organized for emergency preparedness.
Tips on organizing neighbors:
http://montclairsic.org/pdf/Organized_Neighborhoods_Leaders_Guide.pdf

OLD AND EXCESSIVE STREET SIGNS IN MONTCLAIR
Sandra Pohutsky requested the MSIC follow up on a suggestion posted on the yahoo group
several months ago by a resident who pointed out that there are old and excessive street signs
in Montclair. Jill Broadhurst will investigate a way that the location and description of the signs
can be posted on www.montclairsic.org and forwarded to Public Works Department. Other
attendees suggested that the individuals contact Public Works directly:
http://www2.oaklandnet.com/Government/o/PWA/index.htm or http://seeclickfix.com/oakland
There was some discussion of See, Click, Fix which enables citizens to take a picture of
problem situation with their smartphone and send it to the Oakland Department of Public Works
to remedy. Illegal dumping, graffiti, problem sidewalks, potholes and blight are frequently
photographed and reported.
Meeting adjourned at 8 pm. Residents are invited to attend the next meeting on Thursday April
4, 2013, at 7 pm.

